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W H AT  I S  W I N E  S P E A K  PA S O  R O B L E S ?

Wi ne  Spea k  Pa s o  Ro b l e s  i s  a  

p r em i e r  i ndu s t r y  s um m i t  t ha t  

b r i n g s  s o m m e l i e r s ,  w i ne  

i n du s t r y  l e ade r s  a nd  

ho s p i t a l i t y  p r o f e s s i o na l s  

t o ge the r  f o r  a n  i n t i m a te  

educ a t i o na l  j o u r ney.

J o i n  m a s t e r  s o m m e l i e r  C h u c k  F u r u y a

a n d  h i s  p e e r s  a s  t h e y  s t e e r  

w i n e m a k e r  s e m i n a r s ,  h o s p i t a l i t y  

w o r k s h o p s ,  d i n n e r s ,  t a s t i n g s  a n d  

e x c l u s i v e  v i n e y a r d  e x c u r s i o n s  – a l l  

d e s i g n e d  t o  a d v a n c e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w i n e  i n d u s t r y.



O U R  V I S I O N

Our  v i s i on  i s  t o  c rea te  
an  oppor tun i t y  f o r  the  

wine  commun i t y  t o  
ga the r  f o r  a  t ime  o f  

l ea rn ing ,  sha r ing  and  
camarader ie .  By  

fea tu r ing  a  d i ve r se  
range  o f  t op i c s ,  w ines ,  
reg ions  and  pane l i s t s ,  
we  want  to  k i ck s ta r t  

d i a logue  tha t  w i l l  
move  ou r  commun i t y  

f o rward .  

FOUNDERS:

AMANDA WITTSTROM HIGGINS, ANCIENT PEAKS WINERY

CHUCK FURUYA, MS, DK RESTAURANTS



EVENT OVERVIEW



H I S TO R I C A L  PA N E L I S T  
S U M M A RY

2018 PANELISTS
Serge Carlei (Carlei Vineyards, Australia)

Matt Dees (Jonata)

Guillaume Fabre (Clos Solène ) 

Greg Harrington, Master Sommelier (Gramercy Cellars, Washington) 

Bruce Neyers (Neyers Vineyards/ Kermit Lynch Wine Merchants) 

Andy Peay (Peay Vineyard) 

Michael Sinor (Ancient Peaks)

Justin Smith (Saxum) 

Tyler Thomas (Star Lane/Dierberg) 

Adam Tolmach (Ojai Vineyard)

Nunzio Alioto, Master Sommelier 

Renee Awana (Hawaiian Airlines) 

Fred Dame Master Sommelier 

Chuck Furuya Master Sommelier 

Alisia Onishi (Hawaiian Airlines)

Amanda Wittstrom-Higgins (Ancient Peaks)

2019 PANELISTS
Richard Betts, Master Sommelier (Sucette Wines, Australia) 

Stewart Cameron (Ancient Peaks) 

Cris Cherry (Villa Creek)

Fred Dame, Master Sommelier (Daou Vineyards)

Jason Drew (Drew Wines)

Jordan Fiorentini (Epoch)

Helen Keplinger (Keplinger) 

Bob Lindquist (Qupe) 

Pax Mahle (Pax Wines)

Brandon Moss (Gramercy Cellars, Washington) 

Justin Smith (Saxum)

Fred Scherrer (Scherrer Wines) 

Matt Trevisan (Linne Calodo)

Nunzio Alioto, Master Sommelier 

Randy Caparoso (The SOMM Journal) 

Fred Dame Master Sommelier (DAOU) 

Chuck Furuya Master Sommelier 

Cameron Ingalls (Acacia Productions) 

Matt Kettmann (Wine Enthusiast) 

Shelley Lindgren (A16/SPQR restaurants in SF)

Meredith May (The SOMM Journal)

Peter Neptune, Master Sommelier 

Alisia Onishi (Hawaiian Airlines) 

Amanda Wittstrom-Higgins (Ancient Peaks)



2 0 2 0  C O N F I R M E D  PA N E L I S T S

PANELISTS CONFIRMED AS OF 7.9.19

Bruce Neyers (Neyers)

Madeline Triffon, Master Sommelier

Stephan Asseo (L’Aventure)

Jordan Fiorentini (Epoch)

Jason Haas (Tablas Creek)

Emanuel Kemiji, Master Sommelier (Clos Pissarra, Priorat, Spain)

Tegan Passalacqua (Turley)

Thomas Brown (Schrader/Rivers Marie, Napa Valley)

Lionel Faury (Rhone Valley, France)

Laura Catena (Argentina)

Fred Dame, Master Sommelier (DAOU)

Nunzio Alioto, Master Sommelier

Matt Kettmann (Wine Enthusiast)

Randy Caparoso (The SOMM Journal)





2019 E V E N T  O V E RV I E W

SCHO L A RSH IP S

45
PA SO  

ROB L ES  

WIN ER I E S

1398% 10
EVENTSSEL L O UT

804
ATTEN DEES



S C H O L A R S H I P S

D r e a m  
B i g  D a r l i n g

• Alissa Diaz (NY)

• Ariana Tsuchiya (HI)

• Wendy Rob (Anaheim, CA)

• Melissa McAvoy (FL)

• Alicia Cuadra-Cutler (Marina, CA)

• Maria Degrezia (Chino, CA)

• Holly La Porta-Jones (HI)

• Lily Hays (Tahoma, CA)

Drea m  B i g  Da r l i n g  l unc h  a t  t he  

Ca r l t on  Ho te l  f e a tu r i n g  l e ad  

wo m en  f r o m  t he  Wi ne  I ndu s t r y• Danny Steiner (TX)

• Wednesday Nowak (AZ)
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2019 E V E N T  O V E RV I E W



ATTENDEE TESTIMONIALS

“I definitely fell in love with Paso as a region! I think that it was very important to 
have a mix of Paso Robles producers juxtaposed to producers from outside the region. 
That was a neat element. I also enjoyed the intimacy of being able to speak candidly 
with the winemakers. I think the seminars and BYOB dinner were the perfect sizes for 
curating conversation.”

-Ariana Tsuchiya, Sommelier, Alan Wongs Hawaii (Dream Big Darling Scholarship 
recipient)

“…The world's lesser known wine regions produce amazing wines but it is up to us as 
sommeliers to seek those examples out to share with our guests. Wine Speak showed 
me that Paso Robles is full of great wine that has a place on any wine list,” 

-Danny Steiner, Guild Somm scholarship recipient

“…Coming back to Paso…really helped solidify and strengthen my belief in the region 
as a world class wine producer,” 

-Wednesday Nowak, Guild Somm scholarship recipient



2 0 1 9  E V E N T  O V E RV I E W
• We had attendees from Australia, Texas, Arizona, New York, 

Florida, Washington, Massachusetts, Georgia, Maryland, 
Illinois, Hawaii and all over the state of California



2 0 1 9  E V E N T  O V E RV I E W

• Sommel ier s ,  media,  and consumers  have  inqu i red about  attending  
the  2020  event

• Earned media  h igh l ights :  The Tast ing  Panel ,  The SOMM Journal ,  
The Krush Radio,  KJug Radio,  Wine Industry  Adv i sor,  Travel  Paso,  
Paso  Robles  Da i ly  News,  Wine Bus iness  B log,  and Gui ld  Somm.



2 0 1 9  G R A N D  TA S T I N G  
3 6  PA RT I C I PAT I N G  W I N E R I E S

2 0 1 8  G R A N D  TA S T I N G  
2 7  PA RT I C I PAT I N G  W I N E R I E S



E A R N E D  M E D I A
h t t p s : / / w w w . w i n e a n d s p i r i t s m a g a z i n e . c o m / e v e n t -

c a l e n d a r / t e s t

h t t p s : / / w w w . g u i l d s o m m . c o m / 4 c b 6 9 7 f 5 2 c / m e m b e r e v e n t s / f /

i n t e r n a t i o n a l / 1 3 9 1 3 / w i n e - s p e a k - p a s o - r o b l e s - - - j a n u a r y -

2 0 1 9

h t t p s : / / w w w . w i n e i n d u s t r y a d v i s o r . c o m / e v e n t / w i n e - s p e a k -

p a s o - r o b l e s - 2 0 1 9

h t t p s : / / s o m m e l i e r b u s i n e s s . c o m / e n / e v e n t s / c o n f e r e n c e -

6 4 / w i n e - s p e a k - p a s o - r o b l e s - 2 0 1 9 - 1 7 7 6 . h t m

h t t p s : / / e n j o y s l o . c o m / e v e n t / w i n e - s p e a k - p a s o - r o b l e s -

2 0 1 9 / 2 0 1 9 - 0 1 - 0 7 /

h t t p s : / / c a l c o a s t n e w s . c o m / 2 0 1 9 / 0 1 / w i n e - s p e a k - p a s o -

r o b l e s - p a i r s - m a s t e r - s o m m e l i e r s - a n d - w i n e - l o v e r s /

h t t p : / / w w w . t r a v e l p a s o . c o m / m e d i a / p r e s s - r e l e a s e / “ w i n e -

s p e a k - p a s o - r o b l e s ” - r e t u r n - j a n u a r y - 7 - 1 0

h t t p s : / / a t a s c a d e r o n e w s . c o m / a r t i c l e / w i n e - s p e a k - g r o w s

“ T h e  S o m m J o u r n a l ” ,  F e b r u a r y / M a r c h  

2 0 1 8 ,  p a g e  4

“ T h e  S o m m J o u r n a l ” ,  A p r i l / M a y  2 0 1 8 ,  

p a g e  2 2

“ T h e  S o m m J o u r n a l ” ,  

O c t o b e r / N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 8 ,  p a g e  1 0 2 -

1 0 3

“ Ta s t i n g  P a n e l ” ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8 ,  

p a g e  7 4 - 7 5

“ Ta s t i n g  P a n e l ” ,  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 8 ,  p a g e  

7 2 - 7 3

“ Ta s t i n g  P a n e l ” ,  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 8 ,  

p a g e  7 0 - 7 1

https://www.wineandspiritsmagazine.com/event-calendar/test
https://www.guildsomm.com/4cb697f52c/memberevents/f/international/13913/wine-speak-paso-robles---january-2019
https://www.wineindustryadvisor.com/event/wine-speak-paso-robles-2019
https://sommelierbusiness.com/en/events/conference-64/wine-speak-paso-robles-2019-1776.htm
https://enjoyslo.com/event/wine-speak-paso-robles-2019/2019-01-07/
https://atascaderonews.com/article/wine-speak-grows


M E D I A C O V E R A G E • Exposure  through 5 s tat ions

• Net  reach of  31,000

undupl icated persons  ages  

25-54

• #  of  t imes  hear ing  the  

message:  average  of  3.5

t imes

Amer ican Genera l  Media  he lped 

us  te l l  our  s tory  of  Wine  Speak  

through severa l  nar rat ive  

avenues  inc lud ing  l iqu id  lunch 

segments  s tar r ing  featured 

guests ,  interv iews  wi th  the  

speakers  and founders  of  Wine  

Speak,  as  wel l  as  severa l  other  

short  v ignettes .  



“Wine Speak is essential for anyone in the wine business or anyone who wants 
a peek behind the scenes. Listening to the combined wealth of knowledge of 

the professionals who share their stories gives great insight to today’s 
relevant wine topics. 

-Meridith May, Somm Journal & Tasting Panel

“As I’ve come to expect each year, Wine Speak delivered a richly informative, 
honest, and engaging series of talks and experiences. This year the offerings 
were amplified by pairing lunches, blending workshops, and a highlight on 
important producers during the BYOB night. I’ll be back again and again!”

- Matt Kettmann, Wine Enthusiast

W H AT  T H E  M E D I A I S  S AY I N G



“Wine Speak in a short two years has become a Mecca for those looking for a refreshing 
wine experience. The participants here truly “participate” in all the events. The Paso 
Robles region is producing some of the most exciting wines in California. This is a true 

wine community event.”

-Fred Dame, MS, Global Wine Ambassador DAOU Vineyard & Winery

“Just in its second year, Wine Speak elevates the dialogue among sommeliers, educators, 
hospitality, sponsors, and the winegrowing and winemaking community to lift the 

collaborative spirit. Thoughtfully curated to showcase the jewels of Paso Robles and 
Atascadero, Wine Speak raises the acumen of participants regardless of background or 
expertise to bring even more passion to their respective tables, impacting the bottom 
line. The standing ovation for Amanda Wittstrom-Higgins after her female leadership 

panel said it all.”

-Cynthia Lohr, trade and brand advocate, co-owner at J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines

"The Wine Speak Event 2019 was an incredible confluence of winegrowers, winemakers, 
master sommeliers, and wine industry insiders interacting with wine professionals in an 

intimate, inclusive environment which highlighted education, tasting, and fun."

-Peter Neptune, MS, Neptune School of Wine

W H AT  I N D U S T RY  L E A D E R S  A R E  S AY I N G



S O C I A L  M E D I A S A M P L I N G



TA R G E T E D  E M A I L  C A M PA I G N
O ur  em a i l  c a m pa i gn s  we re  

s ha r ed  b y  s e ve r a l  o f  o u r  

k e y  pa r t ne r s  i n c l ud i n g :  

And several 

participating wineries

O ur  em a i l  c a m pa i gn s  r e a c hed  a n  e s t i m a ted  l i s t  o f  

a pp ro x i m a te l y  3 0 , 0 0 0  peo p l e  



TA R G E T E D  P R I N T  C A M PA I G N S



W H Y  S U P P O RT  W I N E  S P E A K ?

Yo u r  bu s i ne s s  i s  b u i l t  upo n  t he  e c o no m i c  p r o s pe r i t y  

o f  t he  w i ne  i ndu s t r y,  wh i c h  i s  l a r g e l y  d r i v en  b y  

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  ho s p i t a l i t y  a nd  t o u r i s m .  

Wi ne  Spea k  Pa s o  Ro b l e s  i s  u n i que l y  de s i g ned  t o  he l p  

f u l f i l l  t he  po ten t i a l  o f  e a c h  o f  t he s e  i ndu s t r i e s .  

Pa s o  Ro b l e s  i s  i n c r ea s i n g l y  a t t r a c t i n g  a f f l uen t  a nd  

i n f o rm ed  w i ne  t o u r i s t s  who  a r e  d r a wn  b y  o u r  g r o w i ng  

r epu ta t i o n  f o r  wo r l d - c l a s s  w i ne s .  

Ho weve r,  a  r epu ta t i o n  f o r  qua l i t y  w i ne s  c a n  o n l y  t a ke  u s  

s o  f a r.  I n  o r de r  t o  c o m pe te  w i t h  o t he r  e l i t e  w i ne  r e g i o n s  

i n  m a t t e r s  o f  ho s p i t a l i t y  a nd  t o u r i s m ,  we  need  t o  b r i d ge  

t he  c u r r en t  g a p  be tween  w i ne  qua l i t y  a nd  w i ne  s e r v i c e .  

T H E

N E E D



SPONSORSH IP LEVELS

A s  a  s po n s o r,  y o u r  s uppo r t  w i l l  b e  b r o a dc a s t  t o  a l l  a t t endee s  a nd  

l e ade r s  i n  t he  l o c a l  w i ne ,  ho sp i t a l i t y  a nd  t ou r i sm  i ndu s t r i e s .

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  a  s p o n s o r  o f  W i n e  S p e a k  Pa s o  Ro b l e s  2 0 2 0 ,  p l e a s e  

v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. w i n e s p e a k p a s o . c o m / s p o n s o r s h i p

B ro nze

$ 5 , 0 0 0

S i l v e r

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0

Go ld

$ 1 5 , 0 0 0

SPO N SO RSH IP  O PPO RTUN IT I E S  A RE  EXTREMELY  L IM ITED

http://www.winespeakpaso.com/sponsorship


S P O N S O R S H I P  B E N E F I T S

• Even t  s i g na ge

• Em a i l ,  p r i n t  a nd  web  c a m pa i gn  

v i s i b i l i t y

• Ve rba l  r e c o gn i t i o n  t h r o ugho u t  e ven t

• Even t  t i c ke t s

• En t r a nc e  t o  p r i v a t e  V I P  Rec ep t i o n



TO SECURE YOUR SPONSORSHIP NOW CONTACT:

AMANDA WITTSTROM HIGGINS

OFFICE:  805.458.8939

CELL:  805.440.9766

EMAIL:  INFO@WINESPEAKPASO.COM

WWW.WINESPEAKPASO.COM

mailto:INFO@WINESPEAKPASO.COM

